St John’s News
26 May 2019
Welcome to St John’s
Welcome to St John’s today. If you are visiting with us, we hope you enjoy your
time here. If you fill in the Communication Card with your details, we would
love to keep in touch with you.

The Democracy Sausage
Thanks to everyone who helped out at the Election BBQ.
We made close to $2000 for Rough Edges on the day, which is a great result.
It was a lot of fun, and it was great to make such great contact with our local
community.

Women's Space
Domestic Violence is a scourge in our society. We are told that one woman
every week dies as a result of Domestic Violence in Australia. St John’s Community Services is launching a new programme to support women who are experiencing Domestic Violence. We will be employing a full time social worker
and raising up volunteers to provide support and community.
We’ll be launching this programme on the evening of Thursday July 11 with a
special fundraising event. More details of this will be coming soon, but if you
would like to support this new programme we would love you to come along
to the launch.
So put the date in your diary now.

HammondCare Report
The building is getting bigger. So far the builders have constructed up to Level 4,
and now only the roof level remains to be added. On the northern side of the
building the precast panels (which look like brick) have been added up to level
4. The scaffolding is almost complete, and services like electricals and air conditioning are being added the lower levels.
This is the basement car park
level where we
will be parking
cars for church
once the building
is completed.

This is the
view from on
top of the
structure,
One more
level to go!

Pastoral Care for those with Mental Illness
Mary Andrew College is running a short course to help people provide pastoral care for people who have mental illness.
5 Fridays, 10am-3:30pm
7 Jun, 21 Jun, 5 Jul, 26 Jul, 9 Aug
Lecturer: Rev Keith Condie
Keith and his wife Sarah are Co-Directors of the Mental Health and Pastoral
Care Institute. They attend Church By The Bridge Anglican Church. Keith was
previously a lecturer and the Dean of Students at Moore Theological College.
Mary Andrews College is located on Level 1 at St Andrews House.
See mac.edu.au for more details.

BIBLE READING: JOHN 6:1-15
Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand
Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that
is, the Sea of Tiberias), 2 and a great crowd of people followed him because
they saw the signs he had performed by healing the sick. 3 Then Jesus went up
on a mountainside and sat down with his disciples. 4 The Jewish Passover Festival was near.
5
When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to
Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do.
7
Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year’s wages[a] to buy
enough bread for each one to have a bite!”
8

Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up,9 “Here is a
boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go
among so many?”
10
Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that
place, and they sat down (about five thousand men were there).11 Jesus then
took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as
much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish.
12
When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the
pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.” 13 So they gathered them and
filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those
who had eaten.
14
After the people saw the sign Jesus performed, they began to say, “Surely this
is the Prophet who is to come into the world.” 15 Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by
himself.

BURKINA FASO: Sixteen killed in
series of attacks on Christians
On Sunday 12 May, between twenty and thirty
gunmen attacked a Roman Catholic church in
Dablo, northern Burkina Faso, where morning
mass was being celebrated. The attackers killed
six Christians including the priest, Fr Simeon
Yampa and then burned down the church
building, local shops and a health centre. It was
one of three deadly attacks on Christians in the
country in two weeks.
The attack began at about 9 am when gunmen on motorbikes stormed the
church. Local mayor Ousmane Zongo reported, “Armed individuals burst into
the Catholic church… They started firing as the congregation tried to flee.There is
an atmosphere of panic in the town. People are holed up in their homes, nothing is
going on.The shops and stores are closed. It’s practically a ghost town.”
A local journalist told the BBC that those killed included church elders and
said residents were angry that soldiers at a nearby base did not respond
promptly. Following the attack, the government of Burkina Faso blamed
“terrorist groups… attacking religion with the macabre aim of dividing us”.
On Monday 13 May, four more Christians were killed when unidentified attackers shot at Catholics taking part in a church parade in Zimtenga in northern Burkina Faso.

Pastor shot dead
On 28 April, a gang of gunmen attacked an Assemblies of God church in Silgadji village in
Burkina Faso’s northeast Soum province and
shot dead Pastor Pierre Ouédraogo and
five other Christians when they refused to convert to Islam.
The attack began after the church service ended,
when the pastor and other members were chatting in the church yard.

About a dozen armed men arrived on seven motorbikes, firing their guns in the air.
A local community leader, who wanted to remain anonymous, told World Watch
Monitor: “The assailants asked the Christians to convert to Islam, but the pastor and the
others refused.They ordered them to gather under a tree and took their Bibles and mobile
phones.Then they called them, one after the other, behind the church building where they
shot them dead”.
The pastor’s son Wend-Kuni and brother-in-law Zoéyandé Sawadogo (a deacon)
were killed, as well as Sayouba and Arouna Sawadogo and primary school teacher
Elie Boena. Another Christian, Adama Sawadogo, was taken to a nearby medical centre with serious injuries, but they are not thought to be life-threatening.
The attackers then set fire to the church building and two motorbikes and stole
some sheep and a bag of rice from Pastor Ouédraogo’s house before leaving.
The pastor is survived by his wife and six children. He and the other five Christians
who died were buried the same day, in a ceremony attended by Christians and Muslims.
Local sources described the attackers as “young men who’ve been radicalised” and
said they returned to the village the next day “searching for Christians”. The sources
explained that armed groups can move with impunity because of the lack of law enforcement. Following the attack, more than one hundred local Christians fled to
more secure towns further south.
Pastor Ouédraogo had told relatives of his concerns over deteriorating security in
the region and they had advised him to leave. According to the local community
leader, however, the pastor refused, saying he “would rather die for his faith than leave
the community he has been serving for about forty years”.
Growing Islamist insurgency
These attacks are evidence of the growing Islamist insurgency that is threatening
the traditionally peaceful relations between Burkina Faso’s majority Muslim community (52 percent of the population) and its Christians (21 percent of the population). Approximately 26 percent of the population is ethno-religionist.
Since Islamist violence began to spread through Burkina Faso in January 2016 there
have been more than 230 attacks, with at least 158 occurring in 2018. Perpetrators
belong to groups affiliated to al-Qaeda and Islamic State and to local organisation
Ansarul Islam. Attacks by these groups have increased this year across the whole
Sahel region, south of the Sahara.
On 31 December 2018, after a surge in attacks and abductions, President Kaboré of
Burkina Faso declared a state of emergency in several northern provinces bordering Mali. Since July 2018, more than 150,000 Burkinabe have been displaced by extremist violence and over 1,100 schools have closed – the terrorists target schools
and teachers because they are opposed to Western-style education.
(BBC/Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin/Reuters/World Watch Monitor)

Supporting St John’s
Support the ministry here by setting up a Direct Deposit with your bank to:
St John’s Anglican Church BSB 032-032 Account Number 811-496

Monthly Offertories

Budget

Actual

Surplus (Deficit)

April 2019

$11,114

$10,623

($491)

2019 YTD

$41,056

$49,470

$8,414

Rosters
11.00 Service

26 May

2 June

Celebrant

Martin Robinson

Ed Vaughan

Communion Assistant

Ed Vaughan
Jenny Coleby

Jenny Coleby

Speaker

Martin Robinson

Ed Vaughan

Reader One

Felix Chong

Jenny Coleby

Prayers

John Kippax

Ed Vaughan

Welcomers

John Schiffer

John Schiffer

Morning Tea

Kaarina Kippax
John Kippax

Laurie Alexander
Ian Coleby

We acknowledge the Gadigal
people of the Eora nation,
the traditional custodians
of the land on which we meet.

Our Sunday services

9.30am - Our Family friendly service
11am Communion - A classic Anglican service
6pm - Contemporary Worship

Getting in touch

St John’s Darlinghurst
120 Darlinghurst Rd., Darlinghurst NSW 2010
PO Box 465 Kings Cross 1340
Parish Office Tel: 9360 6844
Email: admin@stjohnsanglican.org.au

www.stjohnsanglican.org.au

To use the Hearing Loop,
sit in the pews on the
right hand side of the
aisle (as you face towards the front) in the
area in front of the
sound desk.

